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In touch 
NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN20 

 
 

Looking forward to when you can again join us to experience the 

magnificent Mt Tamborine sunsets! 

INSIDE 

THIS 

ISSUE 
COVID Update             

AGM Plans 

Site Improvements 

New Website 

Coming Events 

Office: 07 5545 1419 

bookings@mtcc.org.au  

www.mtcc.org.au  

 

 

 

 

   

 

With much happening at MTCC over the last few months, learn how 

we are navigating the current crisis and what it means for MTCC.  

This time has given us reason to reflect and engage in some back of 

house projects, one of which is our new website and second a very 

large ‘to do’ list of tasks across the site.  

With the site having a break from regular visitors, wildlife is taking full 

advantage of the quiet.  Read on to find out more…. 

For His love 

endures 

forever… 

 

mailto:bookings@mtcc.org.au
http://www.mtcc.org.au/
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  GOD HAS CHANGED OUR PLANS... WHAT IS HE TRYING TO SAY TO US? 

It’s easy to say you’ve lived through the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, 2000’s, 2010’s and then March and April 2020!!  

Extraordinary times we find ourselves in. We know that if God leads us into a situation, he will lead us through 

it and God is sovereign over all. 

Everyone has been affected by what has transpired over the last few months and we would like to give you an 

update on how MTCC is going in these unchartered waters. 

Three weeks before Easter Convention was due to commence and with group size restrictions looming, we 

made the unenviable decision to cancel the Convention – the first time in over 60 years.  

In the days after cancelling Easter Convention, MTCC CEO Ross 

recounts “At our regular staff meeting at MTCC, I told how I’d 

been reminded of the story of Jesus and His disciples on the sea 

of Galilee. They desperately needed the Saviour to wake up and 

calm their storm. I think that’s how I was feeling as the effects of 

the Coronavirus storm now dramatically impacted on MTCC. 

The disciples’ reaction to the fearful storm that engulfed them 

was a very human one: “Lord, don’t you care?” But, of course He 

did (and does) care. We may not see all the reasons for the 

storms we pass through in life, or the wise and loving purposes of God in them, but we are assured that God is 

at work in all of our circumstances for the good of His children and for MTCC. (Rom. 8:28).”” 

The events of mid to late March while times of great concern, have also been times of humble quiet 

assurance.  We faced the possibility, with 550 people registered to attend Easter Convention, that tens of 

thousands of dollars in refunds could bring us to the point of shutting down.  Let us tell you what happened 

with God’s great love and support: 

• 30% asked for a refund. 

• 10% asked to transfer their money to a 

future convention. 

• 60% gifted what they had paid for 

Easter to MTCC – we are so blessed 

and give thanks to God! 

• Donations from our members and 

friends have lifted our spirits. 

• Businesses to which we owed many 

thousands of dollars for work they had 

done for Easter Convention cancelled 

debts and donated their time and 

goods to MTCC. 

• Our wonderful sponsors for Easter have 

been most generous and supported us 

through this time with most becoming 

annual partners. 

• Our Easter Convention speakers, Gary Hoag PhD and Rev Mike Raiter recorded their messages.  Gary, 

who lives in Colorado USA had to sneak away from home to Church in order to record the messages 

during the US lockdown orders. 

MTCC news 
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• MTCC applied for the Federal Government JobKeeper program. This will allow our amazing team to 

continue to be employed during these times 

• We applied for a ‘loan’ from the Queensland State Government to support operational needs if 

necessary and were successful in obtaining this – an answer to prayer! 

• We have set ourselves a recovery budget and now working on a very long list of jobs to complete across 

the site 

• Our team is working on a COVID action plan that will give assurance to all who use our site that we are 

following government guidelines 

Finally, ‘Thank you’. Without you and your support we would not have been able to continue.  In these difficult 

times, you have been most gracious, and we thank you for that.   

“The Steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 

his mercies never come to an end”  

Lamentations 3:22 

With plans now emerging for the gradual easing of restrictions, we are preparing to book and welcome groups 

back onto the site and need your help to communicate some key messages about church retreats and 

camping: 

• The highly effective nature of camps 

in addressing the issues of self-

isolation and re-creating strong 

communities 

• Low risk of COVID-19 infection at 

camps as they are a closed group 

• Value of the outdoors for mental 

health and general well-being 

• Camps are a very safe environment 

where people are able to re-engage 

and express the challenges they 

faced during isolation 

• Shortly MTCC will have site based 

COVID-19 Risk Assessment plans 

with thorough mitigation strategies 

including: 

1. Acknowledgement that everyone has the right to a healthy and safe workplace; and that all 

reasonable measures will be undertaken to achieve this 

2. Daily health checks for each staff member in line with Federal/State Government guidelines 

3. Detailed checklists for increased sanitisation and cleaning of camp site, including infection 

control training COVID-19 for housekeeping staff 

4. Increased availability of hand sanitisers 

5. Appropriate social distancing required, based on best practice guidelines 
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 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Traditionally we gather to conduct the Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the end of May.  Restrictions relating 

to group sizes prevent this.  ASIC and the ACNC have granted an extension and we are planning a virtual hybrid 

AGM at a date yet to be announced.  

What is a Virtual Hybrid AGM? We are planning to use online systems and are evaluating which one we think 

will handle the requirements.  Members will be notified of the date and process of how to join. 

 

 WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL PARTNERS 

We would like to thank our wonderful supporters who have become annual partners of MTCC.  Please support 

those who support us – head to www.mtcc.org.au and at the bottom of our home page click on the image to be 

directed to their website:   

 

 

 KESWICK CONVENTIONS AROUND THE WORLD 

Many of the Keswick conventions around the world 

have been impacted by Coronavirus, with events 

being postponed or cancelled.  Please join with us 

in praying for them as they navigate these 

uncertain times.  If you’d like to find out more 

about Keswick Fellowship events around the 

world, click on this link or visit our website and 

have a look in News to learn more.   

On the first page you will see familiar pictures from MTCC and our story, along with other Australian 

conventions. 

 

http://www.mtcc.org.au/
https://www.mtcc.org.au/News
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 LEARNING IN A TIME OF COVID-19 

It’s funny that in the space of a few weeks, we have all become online 

meeting experts!  How blessed is it that we can still meet and 

fellowship online.  MTCC CEO Ross Dinnar, has been keeping up with 

support package details by accessing online learning from our partners 

such as CMA (www.cma.net.au) CVA (Christian Venues Australia 

www.christianvenues.org.au) and Global Trust Partners (www.gtp.org).  

If you are interested in learning more or attending learning, then visit 

our partners pages to learn more. 

CMA’s conference, Unshaken, is underway now www.cma.net.au and 

we encourage you to click on the link to find out more. 

 BOOK US OUT! 

Now is the time to plan your isolation break, our Chalets and group accommodations are ready to go as 

restrictions are lifted.  Make plans now and contact us to secure your dates before we are fully booked.  

We look forward to your bookings and welcome you to come on up to the mountain and reflect on God’s 

goodness. Contact the Office on 07 5545 1419 or bookings@mtcc.org.au.  

 

If you have stayed at Mt Tamborine Convention Centre over the last year or so, why not leave us a review on 

Facebook. Mt Tamborine Conference Centre on Facebook.  

 WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!  

Although we miss having you on site, the MTCC Staff are 

looking forward to seeing you at our future events.  

We value your prayers and have appreciated your 

generosity to us. We are very grateful for the Board, MTC 

Members and supporters for all their work and generosity 

in these uncharted times.  

 

MTCC Staff & Volunteers - Jim & Grace Vine, Vivien Barton, Phil & Trish Montgomery, Ross Dinnar, Debbie 

Vine, (not pictured – Lucy Howe). 

http://www.cma.net.au/
http://www.christianvenues.org.au/
http://www.gtp.org/
http://www.cma.net.au/
mailto:bookings@mtcc.org.au
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 EASTER CONVENTION 2020 

While we had plans for spending a great Easter Convention with you 

all, it was not to be.  Thanks to modern technology and the generosity 

of our Easter Speakers, we have uploaded their messages onto our 

website.  To view, please visit www.mtcc.org.au/resources  

Hear from Dr Gary Hoag PH.D on Stewardship and Rev Mike Raiter on 

The God Who Gives.  We hope these are a blessing to you. 

 

 STEWARD – FREE EBOOK 

Thanks to the generosity of Dr Gary Hoag you can download his eBook. Co-authored by 

Nathan Buttigieg – STEWARD is a 30-day reflective journey that helps us reset our 

thinking about our identity and our responsibilities before God. Each day includes a 

Scripture, thoughts to renew our minds, a prayer, and an application idea to reboot our 

way of living. 

 

You can find the link at mtcc.org.au/resources. 

 

 

  SENIORS’ GET-AWAY 12-15 NOVEMBER – PLANNING UNDERWAY 

While these may be uncertain times, we are still in 

planning for the 7th Annual Seniors’ Get-Away Convention. 

2020 Speakers include Bill Forward and Simon 

Manchester. 

Elective speakers, Excursions, Great Food, Traditional 

Hymn Sing and the Saturday Night Concert are all part of 

the rich program of this much-loved event. For more 

information visit mtcc.org.au or contact Jim & Grace Vine 

on 07 5545 4940 or 0432 682 824 

 

 SALT CONFERENCE – RESCHEDULED FOR 2021 

MTCC is looking forward to launching SALT Conference, 20-22 August 

2020. Join us for this unique event, engage with some of Australia’s 

prominent thought leaders, chat with friends and make new ones, and 

enjoy the peaceful surrounds of Mt Tamborine Convention Centre. 

Christian, seeker or cynic, the conference program is designed for all.  

Register your details to receive updates and information at www.saltconference.com.au 

http://www.mtcc.org.au/resources
mtcc.org.au/resources
mtcc.org.au/event/mtcc-seniors-get-away/
http://www.saltconference.com.au/
http://mtcc.org.au/resources
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 MTCC - NEW WEBSITE IS LIVE! 

When you next visit www.mtcc.org.au you will find a whole new look! Our 

website has been updated but be assured you will still find all the 

content from the old site and a whole lot more. View our 

accommodation options for your next event, find our policies and 

Statement of Faith, hear about upcoming events and even the 

Newsletter and Easter Messages will be there.  

Thanks to Nick from TNGR for all his work on this project. 

 

         “We love it!” 

 

 SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

A number of projects were completed in readiness for Easter convention including the laying of three new 

concrete paths from Panorama Homestead to the road and from the road into the Auditorium. Thanks to the 

guys from SDS Construction and Concreting Pty Ltd., there will be no more muddy feet into the Auditorium. 

The Vinyard Bookshop has a new deck area, stained and complete with a surrounding garden bed due to the 

mammoth efforts of Bert Van Lieshout, Ken Cairns, Peter Witten and Phil. We are all looking forward to 

watching the sunset, with book in hand. 

 

 

http://www.mtcc.org.au/
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‘We need 

your help’ 

 VINEYARD BOOKSHOP 

MTCC’s new Vineyard bookshop is nearly ready to open.  We are 

after some good quality outdoor furniture and a Church pew or 

two.  If you have furniture you’d like to donate, please send a 

photo to bookings@mtcc.org.au or contact 07 5545 1419. 

  

 

 

 

 

UPDATE YOUR DETAILS 

We would love to ensure that we can effectively communicate with you. If you have changed 

your address, phone number, name or email address please contact Vivien at 

bookings@mtcc.org.au or call on 07 5545 1419 to update your details. 

 

 VOLUNTEERING AT MTCC 

Do you have a heart to serve? Love the work and ministry of MTCC? Been blessed by the ministry of Easter 

Convention or other MTCC events? Feel like it is time to give back?  

Opportunities to serve on site and at our events could be the answer!  

Here are just a few ways to serve –  

               Kitchen assistants 

               Event photography/video 

               Ushers 

               Office help 

               Kids/youth program helpers 

               General site maintenance  

               Event set up/pack up 

               Trade qualifications – plumbers, electricians, chippies                                                       

For more information and to apply to be a valued MTCC Volunteer please call 07 5545 1419 or contact 

bookings@mtcc.org.au  

mailto:bookings@mtcc.org.au
mailto:bookings@mtcc.org.au
mailto:bookings@mtcc.org.au
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