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Dear Friends,

 

This report provides a comprehensive

and transparent account of Mount

Tamborine Convention's (MTC)

performance and achievements for the

past calendar year.   
 
Each year, MTC produces an annual

report.  This is a legal requirement, but

we also appreciate the opportunity to

provide a report to our Membership,

covering our ministry objectives, reports

from conventions, activities and Audited

Financial Reports.  
 
The Annual Report is part of MTC’s

commitment to open and accountable

governance throughout the ministry.  

 

 

It informs Members and other

Stakeholders of the achievements and

challenges of the past year. MTC aims to

make this Annual Report easy to

read.  We welcome your feedback and

suggestions for improvement.  If you

have comments you wish to share, please

direct them to 

ceo@mtcc.org.au or 07 5545 1419.
 
We hope you enjoy learning about the

2019 blessings for this vital ministry.
 
In Christ,

 

 

 

 

Bill Vine

Chairman
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Welcome to the Mount Tamborine Convention 2019 Annual Report

MTC has a rich history of having brought significant spiritual impact to

many, both at a corporate level and at an individual level, for over 60

years. It has truly been a beacon of light standing strong on the Word of

God, encouraging experiential Christ-centred discipleship within many

and demonstrating Christian unity and love.



Ever wondered what happens during

the year at MTCC? 

PEOPLE IMPACTED BY MTCC'S MINISTRY

7,005 people attended a convention,

retreat, camp, school camp or other

church based activity in 2019

MTCC Conventions
45.9%External events

36.7%

MTCC Partner events
11%

Members Events
6.4%
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**QCCA - Queensland Christian Convention Association,
events at MTCC = SPUR & Y Conference

 



"Sing to God, you
kingdoms of the

earth, sing praise to
the Lord" 

Psalms 68:32 NIV



We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

“I lift up my eyes to the mountains -

where does my help come from? My

help comes from the Lord, the

Maker of heaven and earth.”  
Psalms 121:1-2NIV 

 

2019 began with a change of CEO.  After

stretching Dave Allan’s initial commitment of 1

year out to 5,  finishing up as CEO at the end of

2018, John Sheen stepped into the role of Acting

CEO from January 1st until Feb 24th when our

newly appointed CEO Ross Dinnar began work

with us.  Thankyou to John for his willingness to

step in at this critical time and support the team

so skilfully.
 
Ross’ ability to quickly pick up the ‘DNA’ of MTC

has meant that even in his first months, there

were critical and wise decisions being taken and

the board is grateful that God has brought Ross to

us at this time.  Ross represents the first

opportunity we have had to employ a full time

CEO based on site and the benefits have been

significant.  Not the least of these has been that

the MTC Board has been able to focus on its work

in the knowledge that the management of MTC is

in good hands and being overseen with diligence.
 
A generous donation from one family was

received in January which was put to good use

throughout the year. It was such a blessing to have

some relief from the financial pressures that

usually exist at MTC and we are truly thankful for

this and so many other sacrificial gifts that come

to MTC.  
 
In March there was a precinct town planning

gathering with Town Planner Noel Grummitt.

Representatives from all Keswick Rd landowners

were present or connected via technology.  The

purpose was to present a unified approach to

Shire Council as they were deciding what kind of

zoning we would be given. A satisfactory outcome

was achieved and the whole Keswick Road

precinct continues to be zoned as a unique area

with consistent classification.

March also saw the formalisation of discussions

regarding a future apologetics convention. Allan

Morgan is heading this up most capably and we

now look forward to the SALT Conference

launching in 2021.  
 
April brought Easter Convention where we were

blessed once again with speakers Richard Gibson

and Dave Fowler as well as special elective guest

Patricia Weerakoon. The event was fully booked

two weeks before commencing - an almighty

answer to prayer.
  
The May AGM ran without a hitch and it was a

pleasure to have Peter and Wendy Francis with us

for the weekend. It was also a good time of

fellowship with people staying for the weekend at

Camp Panorama. 
 
June included a small informal presentation

expressing appreciation to CMS for 60 years of

utilizing the MTCC site for the promotion of

cross-cultural Missions.
 
The annual CMA (Christian Management

Advancement) Conference is always a highlight

with some 400 Christian not for profit charity

representatives gathering for professional

development – this time in Melbourne. John

Sheen, Ross Dinnar and I attended and we

not only enjoyed the conference but used the

opportunity to connect with the leaders of

other Keswick Rd property owners such as

Pioneers, SIM and PCQ, not to mention Reference

Council members such as Richard Gibson from

Brisbane School of Theology.
 
Our visit to Melbourne would not have been

complete without spending some time at our sister

organisation, Belgrave Heights Convention and

with their CEO Geoff Gawler.
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We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

July brought the opportunity for the MTC Board

and Reference Council to meet.  A great time of

conversation and vision casting was had.
 
After some negotiation and consideration, August

brought the establishment of the MTCC/Vision

Christian Media partnership. This has increased

our reach into national media as well as giving

Vision the scope for increased local influence in

SE Queensland. The partnership is proving to be

beneficial for both parties. Thank you to Ross, for

commencing partnership opportunities with like

minded organisations. Thanks too for Ben Farley’s

enthusiasm to see this partnership happen.
 
The August Board Retreat weekend went well

although I had to leave it up to the team (as I was

in hospital at this time). I’m told that John ran the

event like clockwork. 
 
In September, MTCC hosted staff from the newly

formed Global Trust Partners. They are working

closely with CMA and other governance

organisations around the world to protect the

reputation of Christian organisations against

many of the common failures particularly around

poor governance and finance. We always benefit

from investing time with these great people.
 
Mission Matters (September) was once again a

very successful time of prospective cross-cultural

missionaries gathering for challenge, networking

and training. The event was overseen by our good

friends Tim and Sharon Lithgow from Wycliffe.

Mission Matters also had a formal review carried

out with the assistance of QTC’s Rev Wes Redgen

and Brian Allbutt. This review is a valuable

resource for planning future events. Thanks to all

the Mission Matters team and the review team for

the use of their gifts and talents. Special thanks to

Allan Morgan who headed up the review process.
 
October brought the initial planning for the

MTCC Global Missions Walk – an onsite cross-

cultural missions experience being built into the

MTCC property. This work is ongoing but has

increased momentum with an expected launch

later in 2020.

 
 
November Seniors' Get-Away provided an ideal

situation to continue the search for some

outstanding vacancies on the MTC Board. Both

Henk Woning and Lorraine Walker responded to

this call and they have both been travelling with us

as companions since then.  
 
So once again, a full year with challenges and

blessings. It continues to be a privilege to serve in

the role of Board Chair and I am very grateful for

the support of our membership in so many and

varied forms.

 

Bill Vine

Chairman
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"All of this is for your benefit,
so that the grace that is

reaching more and more
people may cause

thanksgiving to overflow to
the glory of God" 

2 Corinthians 4:15 NIV



We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

Remember the foundations

Cultivate the fruit

Focus on the future

“Not to us, Lord, not to us but to

your name be the glory, because of

your love and faithfulness.”  
Psalms 115:1NIV 

 

 

2019 has been an important year for Mount

Tamborine Convention.  It is often said that we

stand on the shoulders of giants who have gone

before us, paving the way forward for a future,

and for this we are truly grateful.  In saying that, I

especially thank Dave Allan for his support during

the time of transition from one CEO to another

and for John Sheen who stepped into the role till I

arrived in February. 
 
A little bit about me.  As a proud Queenslander,

our family lived on Brisbane’s Southside with my

formative years at St Bartholomew’s Anglican

Church at Mt Gravatt.  Studying Accountancy

took me into a world of transport, logistics,

industrial, manufacturing, automotive and finally

into Faith based not for profits where I could use

my business skills to bring God's light into

Ministry objectives.  Married to Maree and with

two young children, James (12) and Louise (7), my

story with MTCC is relatively new.  
 
Coming to attend a Renewal Retreat program in

2016, for the first time ever I turned right into

Beacon Road, and it was like a revelation coming

to MTC.  
 
Everyone’s story and journey is different, and

that’s what I love about MTC.  I love to hear your

stories and how you came to MTC, the difference

it has brought into your lives.  
 
I feel a real passion for the ministry of MTC and

with God’s help, will use my time here to

shepherd and guide us into the next 60 years.
 
I am constantly reminded by three main tenets

that shape the MTC ministry:
 

1.

2.

3.

 

Remembering the foundations: 

We pay tribute to those who have gone before us

who had the foresight to acquire and establish the

land and create the vital ministry that developed. 
 
Cultivating the fruit: 

Our high standard of Bible teaching events which

feature expository preaching have paved the way

for MTC to be known as a place where the Bible is

taught with clarity and application.
 
Focusing on the future: 

This is an area that must now command our

attention if we are to build upon 60 years of

special events and allow this special place to be

relevant into the future. 
 
So how are we doing this?  Prayer and supplication

has guided our thinking in constructing the new

MTC strategic plan.  When this document is

complete, it will be the beacon to help MTC

continue to grow our convention ministry, with

events such as the SALT Conference, an

apologetics convention that will bring together

world class speakers and thought-provoking topics

to our site.  Our planning includes other

conventions, such as 'Men at the Mountain' and

other specific events, which will bring together our

friends, but also a new audience thirsting for God’s

Word.
 
Many changes and improvements are happening

across the site.  We live with an ageing asset that

presents its own challenges and we need to

improve it to keep relevancy for the future. I am

reminded of that by the many plans that were

presented in the past that for some reason or

another, did not progress. This does not stop us

looking for innovative ways to establish

sustainable projects that will continue to develop

the usefulness of this site.
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We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

Scenic Rim Council adopted a new Town Plan,

which we lobbied hard to preserve the

integrity of the precinct. It was a very large

piece of work that means the precinct is

preserved into the future

Established Mount Tamborine Christian

Convention (MTCC) name, the purpose of

which is to enable some of our quality Bible

teaching events to be held offsite      

Worked through and confirmed MTC’s

approach to the National Redress Scheme

(NRS) which is part of the Royal Commission

into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual

Abuse      

Created MTCC’s own SAFE program for Safe

People, Places and Events.  This policy goes

beyond the previous Childsafe program and

encapsulates specially all that MTCC does

(details on our website)      

Commenced planning for an Apologetics

Convention (now known as the SALT

Conference)

Provided feedback to the Federal Attorney

General on the exposure draft of the Religious

Discrimination Bill 2019 to protect MTC’s

interests and further drafts before legislation

was enacted.      

Created strategic partnerships with Vision

Christian Media and strengthened ties with

Belgrave Heights Convention to better plan to

share overseas speakers for events      

Refreshed, updated and created operational

policies such as   

Statement of Faith   

Bushfire Management Plan   

Sound & noise policy   

Accommodation policy     

Created registration / reception area in main

office and acquired a demountable 12x3m

bookshop to operate year round     

Built a registration system to remove the

administrative back-of-house burden for

events such as Easter Convention and

conventions into the future     

2019 brought with it many challenges and

opportunities, here is a sample;  

    

 

Stage upgrade, Chalet refurbishment, kitchen

loading ramp at TLC, regular painting and

other improvements across the site

MTCC attended the CMA Conference and

Board training events throughout the year

Refreshed and renewed our marketing material

creating a stronger brand to support MTCC’s

ministry objectives
 
Finally, it takes a wonderful team to keep the

wheels turning at MTCC.  A very big thank you to

Vivien Barton, Deb Vine, Trish and Phil

Montgomery and Lucy Howe for all you do.  To

our team of regular volunteers, Jim & Grace Vine,

Bob Rogers, Peter Witten, Ken Cairns and the

many others who come and help  – thank you!   
 
To the MTC Board, you are a blessing and

enabling support to the role of CEO.  Each of you

have provided extraordinary welcoming support

and guidance which I have benefited from.  I’d like

to especially thank Bill Vine for always being

available to chat, listen to ideas and provide a

comforting level of wisdom to each

conversation.  The best is yet to come!  

 

Ross Dinnar

Chief Executive Officer
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"Because of the Lord's
great love we are not

consumed, for his
compassions never

fail" 
Lamentations 3:22 NIV



We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

“May integrity and uprightness

protect me, because my hope is in

you.”  
Psalms 25:21NIV 

 

During March 2019, I was appointed by the Board

to the office of MTC Board Secretary following

the resignation of Anna Roberts due to chronic

illness health reasons. This appointment came

back to back with my two-months’ role as Interim

CEO during the CEO selection process. In coming

to grips with the constitutional and compliance

responsibilities in an exceptionally busy and

challenging year, I want to acknowledge the sound

foundation established in secretarial areas and

records left by Anna Roberts, upon which it has

been my sacred privilege to build. I also

acknowledge the support and encouragement

given to me by all members of the Board

including the CEO and Board Companions.

Especially I give thanks to God for other members

of the Executive Committee, Bill Vine and

Rodney Logan and special guidance at times from

Duncan Drew. 
 
Almost every day there is something to do to keep

up to the normal flow of MTC Board business

managing the flow of developing agendas,

minutes, Executive Committee meetings,

involvement in compliance matters, core

documents and the constant upkeep of the

records of the Association including membership

records. I also acknowledge with thanks, the

assistance of the office staff in designated aspects

of updating membership records as the need

occurs. 
 
MTC Membership stood at 214 at the time of

writing this report (10 May 2020). 
 
All compliance records including those specified

in the Constitution such as Membership Register,

Board Member Records, Board Meeting and

Executive Committee Records are continuously

maintained up-to-date, as are other compliance

records such as the ACNC portal for MTC.

 

MTC Members will be aware of the great care that

the Board has taken for MTC to become a

foundation member of Christian Ministry

Advancement (CMA) Standards Council and to

maintain registration annually through a rigorous

process, to date managed and coordinated by

Duncan Drew.  Contributors to information

required for the comprehensive questionnaire are

Chair, Treasurer, CEO and Secretary.  A

comprehensive compliance checklist has been

developed for the Board Members to ensure all

compliance is met for CMASC and ACNC. 
 
In this report I wish to advise MTC Members more

of why the MTC Board advances the Christian

interests of the Association by ensuring

transparency and high ethical and legal standards

through accountability to the principles of

CMASC. Christian integrity in ethical, legal,

personnel and financial matters undergirds our

efforts under God to honour our purposes of

providing quality Bible Teaching, support of

Missions and Christian Camping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
About the Importance of MTC’s Accreditation

with CMA Standards Council 
 
MTC aspires to be a Christian organisation that

can be fully trusted in every aspect of its ministry

by the Christian community as well as the rest of

Australian society.  This means that we need to

function well both spiritually and organisationally.

S E C R E T A R Y ' S  M E S S A G E P A G E  1 1



We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

We thank God that there is a Christian

organisation “Christian Ministry Advancement

Ltd (incorporating Christian Management

Australia), a not-for-profit organisation, that can

provide other not-for-profit organisations like

MTC and churches a distinctively Christian point

of accountability through annual accreditation

with the CMA Standards Council

(CMASC).  Compliance is in addition to ACNC

and other legal obligations. 
 
In practice, this means that the Christian

community can be assured that MTC meets

stringent standards and indicates that we are a

God centred, prayerful organisation that is

governed well, manages finances prudently, is

diligent about its legal and civil obligations and

treats staff both lovingly and professionally. 
 
Not only does CMASC Accreditation provide

assurances of trustworthiness, but opens up a door

of opportunity to resources that are available

through CMA such as: Governance; Fund-raising;

Staff & volunteer management; Financial

management; Leadership; Marketplace ministry;

Mission and strategy; Legal & compliance; Risk

management.

 
 

"Is it worth it...? 
 

...It’s about TRUST"
 
 
MTC is listed among the 13 organisations (so far)

that qualify on CMA’s “Give Confidently” website

page.  

See http://cmasc-generosity.net.au/directory.php 

This is an important place for donors to look as

part of their due-diligence, and we encourage our

MTC Members to look there too to inform

themselves.  There are reports of enquiries to

CMA about which charities may be trusted for

consideration of donations.  CMA’s answer, “Any

of those that are CMASC accredited.”    

 

Our Association Members (MTC Members),

Board, Staff and Volunteers, Attendees of

Conventions and Conferences, may be

confident that MTC is an organisation worthy

of their TRUST.

That donors may confidently entrust their gift

to an organisation that has submitted itself to

professional external scrutiny as well as normal

compliance required by law. 

There are two significant aspects to consider: 
 

1.

2.

 
I commend this report to the Members of the

Association. 

 

John J Sheen

Secretary
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"Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervour,
serving the Lord" 

Romans 12:11 NIV
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William Donald Vine
Chairman
 
B.Ed., Grad. Cert. Human
Behaviour.
Cert. Piano Tuning and Technology

Appointed: 25/06/2012
 
 
Meetings Attended: 12/13

Rodney Alexander Logan
Treasurer
 
B.Bus., CPA.

Appointed: 18/05/2014
 
 
Meetings Attended: 13/13

Anna Victoria Roberts
Secretary 
 
LLB. B.Com

Appointed: 18/05/2014
Resigned: 25/02/2019
 
Meetings Attended: 2/3

Rev John Jeffrey Sheen
Secretary 
 
Grad. Theol. (BTCQ)
Ordained Minister (Ret)

Appointed: 27/05/2017
 
 
Meetings Attended: 13/13

Ross Stephen Dinnar
CEO (ex Officio Board)
 
FIPA. MIFA. JP (Qual)

Appointed: 25/02/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 11/11

Duncan Alexander Drew
Policy Analysis &
Development
 
B.Com, Dip.Fin.Man., AASA,
FCPA (Ret)

Appointed: 25/06/2012
 
 
Meetings Attended: 12/13

Graham John Stenton
Legal & Ethical
 
LL.B.

Appointed: 07/05/2016
 
 
Meetings Attended: 12/13
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Suzanne Helen Nelson
Pastoral & Public Relations
 
B.A.

Appointed: 18/05/2014
Resigned: 10/12/2019
 
Meetings Attended: 2/12

Dr Elizabeth Anne Cunningham
(Betsy)
Missions
 
BA English & Bible; MA Adult Education & TESL
 
PhD in International Education

Appointed: 01/06/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 6/7

Dr Allan Robert Morgan
Review & Evaluation 
 
PhysEd
1&11 UQ, DipTeach KPTC, 
BEd GU, MEd PhD USQ

Appointed: 01/06/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 5/7

Kenneth George Grice
Resource Development
 
B.App.Sc. (App. Chem.), 
Grad. Dip. Quality., 
Grad. Dip. Bus. Admin.,
FAIFST.

Appointed: 06/05/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 7/9

Lloyd Murrey Woodrow
Board Companion

Appointed: 27/05/2019
Concluded: 16/12/2019
 
Meetings Attended: 6/9

Henk Woning
Audit & Compliance
 
B.Bus, Grad Dip M, M.F.M,
M.Tax

Appointed: 16/12/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 1/1

Lorraine Maude Walker
Board Companion/Assistant Secretary
 
B. Nurs’g, M.Nurs’g(Crit.Care), 
Dip.Th., JP (Qual)

Appointed: 16/12/2019
 
 
Meetings Attended: 0/1



Brian Allbutt 
MTC Heritage Member; retired WEC Missionary 
 

Rev Mark Fairhurst 
General Secretary of Church Missionary Society Qld & Nth NSW
 

Rev Dr Peter Francis 
Principal Malyon College 
 

Wendy Francis 
State Director of Australian Christian Lobby
 

Rev Dr Richard Gibson 
Principal Brisbane School of Theology
 

Rev Dr Gary Millar 
Principal Queensland Theological College
 

David Pitt 
Director of Brisbane City Bible Forum; Co-Chair The Gospel Coalition Queensland
 

Gillean Smiley 
CEO Langham’s Partnership Australia
 

Jim & Grace Vine 
MTC Heritage Members, retired OAC Ministries
 

David Walter 
Director AFES (Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students) Qld
 

Gary Williams 
CEO Christian Management Australia 
 

Rev Dr Bruce Winter 
Retired Principal QTC; retired warden Tyndale House Cambridge

The Foundational Object of MTC is to advance the Christian religion - to give teaching from the Bible for the
deepening of the spiritual life of the believer leading to victorious living and an effective Christian witness.  

 
  

 Conventions or gatherings of Christians with the primary purpose to provide teaching from the Word of God for the
purposes listed above.  

 
   

Conduct evangelistic meetings for the teaching and conversion of non-Christians.       
Promote interest and growth in the missionary enterprise  

 
     

Provide accommodation for groups and individuals desiring to attend such conventions   
 

    
Partner with, support, develop, extend, and assist the holding of Conventions in other places having the same or similar

Statement of Faith and Objects as the Association.      
 
 

While not carrying on its activities along the lines of any particular denomination, to co-operate heartily with all
recognised evangelical Christian churches and Christian bodies for the deepening of the spiritual life of Christians.
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"I will proclaim the
name of the Lord. Oh,
praise the greatness of

our God" 
Deuteronomy 32:3 NIV



We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

 
 

Easter Convention 2019 

 

Be Holy for I am Holy 

 

God had a message for every one of the 1000

people who came to Easter Convention

2019.  From the initial planning, through the

change in speakers and the topics for

electives, God’s holiness shone

through.  Whilst we did have to don the gum

boots and dash between showers for the first

two days, the sun shone up on the mountain

as we celebrated together the risen Son on

Easter Sunday.  
 
MTC’s newly appointed CEO, Ross Dinnar

made a very favourable impression on us all,

as he and his family experienced their first

Easter Convention.  As always, the office staff

with additional volunteers worked tirelessly

to ensure we were all accommodated and well

fed and knew what was on where and

when. Countless volunteers all provided their

own expertise in areas from grounds

maintenance, through to teaching children,

running house parties and making music to

glorify God. 
 
God spoke clearly through the plenary

speakers: Dave Fowler, as he showed how the

life of Samson, mirrored the life of Jesus and

challenged how we live in the world today;

and Rev Dr Richard Gibson who taught from

the book of Ephesians on God’s expectation of

how we are to be Holy.  These were

complemented by our specialist Elective

Speaker, Dr Patricia Weerakoon who

provided entertaining, practical and Biblical

teaching on sexuality.  Cults, church history,

mental health, diet, mission and ministry

were other topics presented by our Elective

Speakers and appreciated by many. 
 
We are thankful to our sponsors and ministry

partners who provide displays and

information to encourage and inspire so

many different types of mission and

ministry.  

I was challenged, inspired and convicted by the

excellent preaching.  The warmth of the

Christian community upheld me and the 700+

voices singing to our great God was beautiful.   

I gained a greater and deeper understanding of

the Bible; both my children learnt some

memory verses; as a family, we want to read

more of the Bible.      

Children’s programme is fantastic      

We were greatly challenged by the teaching

and encouraged to live a life of holiness in our

society which so needs to know God’s amazing

rescue plan for our lives.      

We are all one in Christ Jesus.  Living out the

life of Christ is what all Christians need to

embrace for a needy changing world that needs

the Truth. 

We are thankful for those who cook, make coffee,

run children’s and youth programmes and most

importantly pray for this significant ministry.  Our

mission offering for Australian Indigenous

Ministries was $6748 and we are looking forward

to hearing how our brothers and sisters in Elliott

have been blessed through Michael and Jorna

Jones’ ministry to them over the next year. 
 
Below are just a few of the comments we received

as feedback:     

 
As we plan for future Easter Conventions, we

continue to be reminded that our God is more

Holy than we can imagine, yet gives us the

opportunity to walk alongside Him as He guides,

protects and uses us to minister to others. 

 

Alison Donaldson 

for the Easter Planning Committee.
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Easter
Convention

2019

Easter Convention
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We are at the highest point we've been since 2002. Congratulations to everyone!

Seniors’ Get-Away 

 

If you’re over 60 and you weren’t

there – YOU SHOULD HAVE

BEEN THERE at the 2019 MTCC

Seniors’ Get-Away Convention.  
 

There were some who could not be with us

because of the threatening bush-fires, and in

spite of the uncertainty we had the largest

number of attendees since the Get-Aways

began 6 years ago, 350 including day visitors.
 
Again we had wonderful expository and

profoundly relevant Bible teaching from

Bishop Rick Lewers, and very appropriate

messages on missions from Dr David Price.

Both men ministered with a clear evangelical

emphasis on the authority of the Scriptures,

given in a sensitive, life-application way for

seniors to identify with. The hymn singing

sessions were greatly appreciated, as were the

four electives sessions. However, we must say

the very popular Saturday Night Concert was

truly a night to remember.  
 
For 2020 we’ve already booked the Baptist

Lodge, the WEC Centre, the Presbyterian

Camp Tamborine, and the TLC Centre. Of

course, Panorama Homestead and our own

Camp Ground – using every available lower

bunk in the Keswick Road precinct. The dates

for the 2020 Get-Away are November 12 - 15.

Registrations open on August 1st, 2020. 
 
The word is getting out, so if you are not yet

on the MTCC Seniors’ Get-Away mailing list,

contact the Vines via email

now: jim.v@mtcc.org.au 

 

Jim & Grace Vine 

Seniors’ Get-Away Coordinators  

Mission Matters 

 

2019’s Mission Matters was thoughtfully structured

to meet key stated purposes concerning “a place to

pause, think, pray, and reflect” about “what God is

doing in the world”, and the question “what is

God’s next step for me”?  
 
This purpose was met through a combination of

challenge from speakers, physical environs

conducive to conversation, and a relational

approach to participants that permeated all

proceedings.  
 
Mission agencies staffed by experienced

missionaries were well represented. The ratio of

missionaries to conference participants, together

with structured opportunities for participants to

engage with people who have made cross-cultural

mission their life’s passion, provided ample

opportunity for rich one on one conversations.  
 
All electives were well designed and delivered and

covered topics relevant to cross cultural mission.

Intended purposes of the event were “to

encourage, challenge and/or stimulate young

adults who are already on their journey in cross-

cultural mission” and to “[bring] people across the

line to commitment”. Good attendance of a young

and enthusiastic adult demographic was achieved.

 

Allan Morgan

Mission Matters Review Team Leader
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Strategic plan update 

 

The purpose of strategic planning is to set overall

goals and to develop a plan to achieve them. It

involves stepping back from day-to-day

operations and asking where our ministry is

headed and what its priorities should be. 
 
Strategic planning establishes a direction for our

organisation to take, and helps to sharpen the

focus in order to get there. Strategic planning

helps MTCC develop the right goals and targets

and helps everyone focus their efforts onto

meeting them.
 
MTCC had developed a strategic plan for 2020-

2022, however with emerging events and changes

that have come about due to COVID, the Board

has decided to revise the document again towards

the end of 2020, with a view to having the 2021-

2023 plan released early 2021.  
 
This decision has not been taken lightly, but

reflects the changing nature of the environment

we find ourselves in.  
 
God has changed our plans and we need to listen

to what he is telling us.
 
When the Strategic Plan is available, we will let

you know and it will be be available as a separate

document and  at www.mtcc.org.au 

 

MTCC Discovery Walks 

 

Part of our focus to keep MTCC relevant and

exciting is the introduction of a series of

'Discovery Walks' across the site.  The aim of these

walks is to focus on a particular subject and allow

the user to experience both history and

knowledge, backed up with sound theology, whilst

enjoying the beauty of MTCC.  
 
The first of these discovery walks is the 'Global

Missions Discovery Walk'.  The walks are available

to Members, guests and our fellow Mission

Agencies represented on the precinct.  Contact the

office for more information about how your

Church or group can experience this unique

feature of our wonderful site.

 

New Conventions for 2021

 

As a direct result of the Strategic Plan, two new

conventions are in the planning pipeline.  SALT

Conference and Men at the Mountain were

planned to commence 2020, however

circumstances have meant they are now moved

forward to 2021.  Please visit www.mtcc.org.au for

updates and more information.
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SAFE People

SAFE Places

SAFE Events

All Children and Vulnerable People who are

involved in any MTCC activities, events or

programs have the right to feel and be safe.

MTCC is committed to providing safe

environments where Children and Vulnerable

People are cared for, respected, nurtured and

listened to.        

Abuse thrives on secrecy. To prevent all forms

of abuse across MTCC, we are committed to

developing and maintaining an open and

aware culture.        

MTCC clearly affirms its commitment to

upholding the law. This includes the

requirement to report abuse and allegation of

abuse. 

MTCC SAFE Program

 

MTCC has implemented a new policy and

program to protect people on our site called

SAFE. It stands for:

  
If you volunteer or help at our events, you will

receive specific training to help you understand

the new policy.  You’ll also notice new signage and

the logo below which is across the site.
 
A safe place begins and ends with the knowledge

that God’s love is for all people. We are called to

love all others, but God also has a special concern

for the poor, the marginalised and the oppressed.
 
MTCC is committed to ensuring that Children

and vulnerable people are safe, happy and

empowered. We support and respect all Children

and vulnerable people and have a zero tolerance

of Child abuse.        

 
More information can be found

at www.mtcc.org.au/safe

 

Volunteering with MTCC

 

Our volunteers are a valuable asset to the mission

of MTCC.
 
Consider a volunteer role at an event – cook the

BBQ, direct visitors or assist in the kitchens?
 
Volunteer on a regular basis – weekly, monthly or

annually. Spend time in the beautiful surrounds

cleaning, gardening or using your trade and skills

where needed.
 
To begin the volunteer experience contact the

MTCC office at bookings@mtcc.org.au 

or (07) 5545 1419
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“This, then, is how you ought to

regard us: as servants of Christ and

as those entrusted with the

mysteries God has revealed. Now it

is required that those who have

been given a trust must prove

faithful.”  
1 Corinthians   4:1-2   NIV

 

2019 was a really good year for Mount Tamborine

Convention.  We were blessed as we started the

year, with a large donation which helped replace

the reserve funds from the TLC renovation.  MTC

held a number of well attended conventions and

the usage of our facilities also increased.  We

continually thank our wonderful members and

friends for their donations which are used to

improve the site. 
 
The total income for the year was $531,907 which

is well up on last year's total of $446,603.  All the

Conventions held at MTC were well attended and

brought in income of $174,237.  Our facility hire

was $221,757 which was higher than 2018.  The

drought conditions had impacted the avocado

crop with the yield well down.  MTC members

and friends were once again generous as $78,075

was received in donations.  
 
Operating expenses for the year were

$491,328.  Employment costs were $232,249 which

includes a full time CEO.  Repairs, maintenance

and annual compliance costs were slightly higher

than last year at $63,103. 
 
This has resulted in an operating profit of $40,579

for the year, compared to a profit of $21,600 for

2018.  
 
MTC has acquired $45,857 of additional assets,

which includes a bookshop, stage renovations,

bore pump, mattresses for Camp Panorama and

office renovations.
 
The bank balance as at the end of  2019 was

$56,147 compared to 2018's balance of $19,690.  It

was good to increase our cash reserves.
 

As at 31st December 2019 MTC’s current assets

were $99,525 and the current liabilities were

$99,469.  We also received a loan from a member

to purchase the new bookshop building which is to

be paid back in 2020.
 
Thank you to Mount Tamborine Convention

members for your continued support. 
 
We are looking forward to what God has in place

for MTC this year.

 

Rodney Logan

Treasurer
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