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New Hope 
Monday, 30th of December 1957...

At 8:45am that morning three buses left
the South Queensland Christian
Convention (being held that year at St
Peter’s College Indooroopilly) and
headed to North Tamborine.  The
purpose of dedicating the 50 acre run
down dairy farm property, recently
purchased by what was to become
known as the Mt Tamborine Convention. 

At about 1pm, a gathering was held on
the north edge of the property, facing
Brisbane in the distance. There were  two
speakers Rev. Cyril Cato of Newcastle
and Mr Roy Gordon of Sydney. Council
member Gerhard Bargen led the
dedication service. The  photos show
they met just down the slope, between
where CMS and our Chalets are today.

The assembled group walked over the
property and collectively gave thanks to
God for His perfect provision.

The property that was purchased with
the generous gifts of His people has
remained a place of immense blessing
for the past 66 years. 

We confidently trust Him for our future!

Our story 
The day of Dedication

Above: Gerhard Bargen, Rev
Cyril Cato (Methodist Minister
& Missionary from Fiji), Roy
Gordon (Sydney Evangelistic
Crusade)

Left: Ormond Porter (Standing)
MTC Council Member 
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People onsite
During the year

6,204

Bed nights of accommodation

12,893

Para-Church
retreats

15

Church Retreats

51

Bible Teaching
Events

14

NFP Retreats
Not For Profit

39

Dedicated Youth
Conventions

4

2022 in review
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Chair's Message
"I lift up my eyes to the mountains -
where does my help come from? My
help comes from the Lord, the Maker of
heaven and earth" Psalm 121 1:2 NIV 

2022 was another year of great blessing for
the ministry of MTC. The board grew in
number to 11 members and we have all been
enjoying one another’s company and
contributing generously within our various
areas of expertise.  Ross Dinnar (CEO/ex-
officio board member) continues to work
diligently, serving and guiding our staff as
well as progressing our strategic goals. We
thank God regularly for the gifted and skilful
people that He has brought together to serve
MTC ministries 

Sadly, we reluctantly received John Sheen’s
resignation from the MTC Board in March ’22.
John has been an insightful advisor, a
steadying hand and a close friend of MTC for
many years. The good news is that he hasn’t
gone far as he now serves on the Seniors
Plus Committee. 

Some of my personal highlights from 2022
include:

Welcoming Ken Grice and Wendy
Phillpotts back onto the Board
Welcoming Dr John Upham to be a
companion to the Board
Observing each Board member engage
professionally in their designated
portfolio areas
Enjoying and being enriched at Senior's
Plus, Easter Convention and Seniors’ Get-
Away 
Continuing to experience strong support
from a large number of MTC Members
Attending the CMA Conference in
Melbourne with Noel Grummitt and Ross
Dinnar
Our two annual board weekend retreats

Thoughout 2022, the board was also working
hard to develop suitable plans for the
redevelopment of Camp Panorama. This is an
exciting, yet daunting prospect considering
the age and condition of the association’s
buildings on site. 

Apart from the two Chalets, most were re-
erected when largely ‘life-expired’ at the
time. 

2022 Mount Tamborine Convention Annual General Meeting 
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Chair's Message
These buildings have served us well but as
many of you would know from first hand
experience, they are tired and requiring a lot
of maintenance to keep safe and operational. 

The board formed the view that without
entering into a building renewal program,
MTCC facilities will progressively become
less able to support planned ministry needs.
So, the process of renewal has begun with
lots of discussion, consultancy and prayer.

Once again, I am humbled by the faithful
support of our members and friends and
thank God for each of you and your desire to
see “trusted Bible teaching, meaningful and
relevant for today’s world” continue through
the ministries of MTC.

Bill Vine
Chair - Mount Tamborine Convention 

MTC Board Retreats are a rich time of sharing and strategising
Bill Vine is seen here presenting Duncan Drew with a ceremonial

pen whilst Ken Grice watches on 

Panorama plans and diorama
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MTC Board 

MTC Board L-R Ken Grice, Henk Woning, Rodney Logan, Wendy
Phillpotts, Bill Vine, Graham Stenton, Lorraine Walker, Duncan Drew,

Noel Grummitt, Allan Morgan, Ross Dinnar, John Upham

Chair – MTC
Bill Vine
B.Ed., Grad. Cert. Human Behaviour
Cert. Piano Tuning & Technology

CEO (ex Officio Board)
Ross Dinnar
FIPA, MIFA, JP (Qual)

Secretary
Lorraine Walker
B.Nurs’g, M.Nurs’g (Crit. Care)
Dip. Th., JP (Qual)

Treasurer
Rodney Logan
B.Bus., CPA.

Vice Chair & Risk Management
Dr John Upham
MBBS (Hons) FRACP FThorSoc PhD GAICD

Legal & Ethical
Graham Stenton
LL.B.

Audit & Compliance
Henk Woning
B.Bus, Grad Dip M, M.F.M, M.Tax

Resource Development
Ken Grice
B.App. Sc. (App. Chem.)
Grad. Dip. Quality, Grad. Dip. Bus. Admin.,
FAIFST.

Mission Portfolio
Noel Grummitt
BE, GDURP, FPIA.

Review & Evaluation
Dr Allan Morgan
PhysED 1&11 UQ, DipTeach KPTC
B.Ed GU, M.Ed PHD USQ

Policy Analysis & Development
Duncan Drew
B.Com, Dip.Fin.Man., AASA,
FCPA (Ret)

Member Care
Wendy Phillpotts
B.Phty
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Reference Council
What is the MTC Board Reference Council?

The MTC Board Reference Council is a group of trusted and respected Christians to whom the MTC
Board may go for advice.  They are persons in key roles, from Mission Societies, Bible Colleges, Bible
Training Institutes and other ministries similar in nature to MTC.  The reference council is consulted
on an ad hoc basis by the MTC Board as the need arises. 

Brian Allbutt 
MTC Heritage Member; retired WEC Missionary 

Dr Elizabeth (Betsy) Cunningham
Pioneers Australia, Mobilisation Queensland

Rev Mark Fairhurst 
Executive Director, Church Missionary Society Qld & Nth NSW

Rev Dr Peter Francis 
Principal Malyon College 

Wendy Francis 
Qld & NT Director of Australian Christian Lobby

Rev Dr Richard Gibson 
Principal Brisbane School of Theology

Rev Dr Gary Millar 
Principal Queensland Theological College

David Pitt 
General Manager City Bible Forum 

Gillean Smiley 
CEO Langham’s Partnership Australia

Jim & Grace Vine 
MTC Heritage Members, retired OAC Ministries

David Walter 
Director AFES (Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students) Qld

Gary Williams 
CEO Christian Management Australia (CMA)

Rev Dr Bruce Winter 
Retired Principal QTC; retired warden Tyndale House Cambridge
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CEO's Message
"Because of the Lord's great love we are
not consumed, for his compassions
never fail" Lamentations 3:22 NIV 

I’d like to open my report with sincere thanks
for your ongoing prayers for Mount
Tamborine Convention.  Many times we are
faced with difficult situations such as COVID
closures that occurred January to March, but
it is comforting to know that so many were
praying for the future of the convention.

Our year only really commenced in April with
Easter Convention – it was great to gather
in-person with only limited restrictions.
Easter Convention is so special for many
families, an annual tradition over many
generations. We were blessed with great
teaching from Peter Francis and Ben Pfahlert.

Unfortunately, after three years of trying, the
difficult decision was made to cancel SALT
Conference. It was apparent that delays with
COVID interruptions had taken its toll on the
event.  Our hearts were lifted with the
inaugural Seniors Plus, a bespoke Bible
teaching event for the over 75’s. It’s clear this
event will continue to grow and provide a
program tailored to the needs of this age
group.

As the year continued, so did Bible teaching
events with Mission Matters and Seniors’
Get-Away being well attended.  Again it was
wonderful to invite the Mt Tamborine
community to the combined churches
Christmas Carols at MTCC – what a fantastic
way to finish the year.

A special highlight during the year was
clearing the debt on Camp Tamborine  with
support from so many to help the
Convention be able to do this. Once cleared,
the Board’s attention moved to ensuring
MTC ministry into the future through
improving and replacing our aging assets.

MTC Members and stakeholders were
consulted about their preferences for a
‘redeveloped’ Panorama.  Christian
architects CultivAR were engaged and are
journeying with us as we look to the future of
the convention.

Panorama Redevelopment
Project Planning  
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CEO's Message
The cost of not doing anything with our aging
assets will far outweigh the cost of doing
something. To make our site relevant for the
future, it needs to meet community
expectations.  Whilst concept plans are still
in development, we have been active in
meeting with Scenic Rim Council to
understand the requirements they will ask us
to satisfy when making a development
application.

This will be a significant project for the
Convention. The Board are keen to progress
slowly keeping our Membership advised at all
stages.  You might not see changes for a few
years, but when they come, they will be
worth it.

Thank you to the many who mention their
delight with the look of the site, the beautiful
gardens and lawn and also attention to
maintenance and repairs.

We are blessed to have so many people help
out in keeping this place so special all year
round.  To Norm, Chris, Greg, Jill, Ken, Jim &
Grace – thank you for all you do, seen and
unseen.  To keep the ministry operating I’m
supported by a wonderful team who go
above and beyond regularly.  Thank you to
Joel, Peter, Mary-Ann, Fiona, Brook and the
MTC Board for your ongoing support.

Ross Dinnar 
CEO

The new MTCC Utility - long needed to support the needs of the site

Things don't always go to plan, this was the
sight that greeted the team on the opening

day of Mission Matters 
 

It's not easy packing up sometimes as Peter
and Joel demonstrate!

 

Page 9 



Secretary's Message

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus"
1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV 

Another year has passed, and again has
demonstrated the awesome power of God in
directing the Board and the staff in working
out His plans and His will for the ministry of
the Mount Tamborine Convention.  

The Board continued to meet monthly via
the Teams internet platform and the
meetings began with a different person each
month leading us through devotions and
prayer. We were also able to have productive
semi-annual working and visioning retreats
at Mt Tamborine during the year. We seem to
get through a lot more work in depth when
we are together in a retreat than we do at
our monthly meetings!

The bi-monthly MTC Prayer and Praise letter,
formulated by Wendy Phillpotts and
Newsletter by Ross Dinnar, continue to be
well-received and appreciated by members.
Part of the Board’s monthly meeting is set
aside to pray regularly for members’ needs
and requests, and we are encouraged in the
knowledge that members are actively
praying for us and the ministry of MTC.

The Envisioning initiative begun over twelve
months ago under the guidance of Allan
Morgan, has focussed on expanding the
ministry of MTC.

This has led to a focus of actively searching
out mutual partnerships and alliances with
other like-minded Christian organisations, as
well as searching out ways of opening up the
MTCC precinct to a wider audience, still
within the purview of our Mission, our Vision
and our Core Values.

Two new portfolios of responsibility were
added to the Board management team this
year too. Noel Grummitt who had held the
Resource and Development portfolio for
some time, passed that over to Ken Grice
who has held it in the past and Noel has
taken up the Missions portfolio, which has
been vacant for some time. His premise is
that we live in a cross-cultural tech-savvy
environment, so mission is on our doorsteps.
He is looking at ways to develop each spot in
MTC’s Mission Prayer Walk that would open
up all sorts of possibilities, both digital and
physical. 

Ken Grice now has the challenging task of
steering the refurbishment of Panorama. It
has been exciting and humbling to see how
already God has been guiding and leading
Ken and the Board in the initial steps of this
process of refurbishment.

1957 Original farmhouse
(now The Lodge) 
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Secretary's Message

John Upham recently stepped into the Risk
Management portfolio and is still in the
process of formulating policy and strategy
that he will bring to the Board at future
meetings.

Our Legal portfolio is held by Graham
Stenton who is ably supported by Duncan
Drew. This hard-working team did a sterling
job in putting together an updated and
improved policy for MTC on the
management and safety of children and
vulnerable persons who attend any activities
on the MTC precinct.

The Audit and Compliance committee,
headed up by Henk Woning and supported
by Duncan Drew again has kept the Board up
to par with our governance obligations
through the Christian Ministry Advancement
Standards Council (CMASC) and the
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit
Commission (ACNC). This is a huge task but
these standards are requirements and
obligations that the Board needs to achieve
annually to comply with the standards of
good governance set by those two
organisations. Accordingly MTC Members
can continue to be assured their
organisation is accountable, reliable and
trustworthy in all it does.
            
MTC remains an amazing organisation, and
God continues to bless, inspire and
encourage everyone who has been able to
attend some of the many camps and
conventions to be held there in 2022. To God
be all the glory and all the praise

Lorraine Walker - Secretary

MTC Secretary, Lorraine Walker
(Centre) tackling the Giant Swing

at Easter Convention 2022
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Easter Convention
We were very thankful to God to be able to
host the 2022 Easter Convention with an
easing of some Covid restrictions. Though
social distancing was certainly being
emphasised and there was an impact on
some of our practices [for example; how
offerings were being collected] life at Easter
Convention was returning to some normality. 

It was our intent as a committee to really
encourage those who came to the
Convention to prayerfully be aware of all of
the offerings on the Program, as this
equipped us to return in Christ’s name to our
post Easter lives

Our speakers Peter Francis and Ben Pfahlert
did a great job unpacking our theme “No
Crown before the Cross”. Peter was able to
insightfully demonstrate the high calling that
Jesus extends to us through Matthew’s
gospel. 

Ben enabled us to reflect thoughtfully on our
identity in Christ through a focus on
Ephesians. 

We were not only blessed with the calibre of
our speakers but we were ably led in worship
by our music team who invited us to worship
God through singing a diverse range of songs
and hymns. 

The Mission spots were so helpful in opening
our eyes to our brothers and sisters who
serve in unique and challenging settings
throughout the world.

Over the weekend, participants had the
opportunity to share in age- appropriate
activities with some of the all-age activities
such as the Bush Dance and Bible
Storytelling being very popular. 

We were delighted with the way in which our
Bush band introduced a new dimension to
the afternoon program as we shared in a
rousing session of rolling songs from the
Brown, Blue and Yellow books from the 70’s
to the 90’s. Our electives this year were
focused on equipping participants for
everyday life.  “Applying Christian Wisdom in
an Increasingly Secular World” was one of
many electives that sought to empower
participants to exercise boldness and
sensitivity in our Christian witness.
  
Our thanks go to the enormous team of
helpers who assisted with Kingdom Kids,
Primary Program, Youth Program, Young
Adults Program, House Party leadership,
Audio Visual and Live Streaming, Ushers, High
Ropes, Bush Dance, Hymn singing, Bible
Storytelling, Electives, Mission Spots, the
Grounds and Office team. We are so thankful
to God for the way in which the body of
Christ have served in so many diverse ways
to enable Easter 2022 to be used by God in
placing Jesus Christ first in our lives! 

Graham Cole
Easter Convention Chair on behalf of the
Planning Team

Sunday night bonfire
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Seniors' Get-Away
A New Season

With Jim and Grace Vine wanting to give
their full attention to the development of the
newly formed ‘Seniors Plus’, Greg and Jill
Peacock were appointed as coordinators of
Seniors Get-Away.  

With Vines’ untiring assistance during this
transitional period, and by God’s grace, this
9th SGA proved to be one of the success
stories at MTC during 2022.

The Committee

Jill & I are so thankful to God for this
enthusiastic group, who worked so well
together in making the whole event buzz with
excitement & expectation. The Committee
comprises - Noel & Julie Sims, Basil & Del
Wood, Maurice & Libby Smith, Janet Rigby,
Col Westwood, Peter Witten, and from the
office, Ross and Mary-Ann.  Chris & Lynn
Boyce and Larry & Jill Harris joined the
committee in 2022

The Aim

SGA has 3 fundamentals, which form the
‘plumb line’ of its ministry; a balanced diet of
good biblical teaching, good fellowship and
good fun. 

Practical, lots of application, biblical
viewpoint, animated.
Explained how the painful experiences of
life are transformed into being good, as
they help us grow in grace & Jesus’
likeness. 

·As a first timer - loved it all 
Most people were willing to engage so
there was a good spirit in the place
All wonderful - congrats to pianist,
organist, choir & band 
A great long weekend, good time of
fellowship 

Good Biblical Teaching 

The 2 main speakers Andrew Prince and Phil
Thomas over 7 sessions provided attendees
with excellent material to consider and
apply. Perhaps just 2 comments from
attendees accurately encapsulate how the
speakers were appreciated.   

4 challenging Elective Speakers dovetailed
well into the teaching program.

Good Fellowship & Good Fun

Several other aspects of the Getaway
provided attendees with great opportunities
for fellowship & relaxation like the Thur, Fri &
Sat night activities.  Again, some comments
from attendees…

The Future

With God’s leading, we look forward in 2023
to streamlining some administrative, 
 registration & promotional processes, and
hopefully build on the attendee numbers of
329 that came this year.  

Greg & Jill Peacock
Seniors' Get-Away Coordinators 

Saturday Night 
Concert SGA22 
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Seniors Plus
2022 saw the first Seniors Plus Conference
at MTCC.  The Theme was "Encouragement
on the Way Home" and the Bible teacher was
Rev Chris Boyce. 

What is Seniors Plus? 

It is a three day, two night Bible conference
designed to meet the spiritual and emotional
needs of seniors over 75. It features 3 Bible
teaching sessions, 3 age-appropriate
electives, 2 great hymn sings, and 2 early
morning prayer meetings for missions.
Absolutely plenty of great fellowship.

Conference chairman, Col Westwood set the
scene and pace. Coordinators Jim and Grace
Vine worked diligently to bring this bespoke
event together and also provided the
magnificent music.

Special day visitor guests were the recently
late Libby Dart, daughter of MTCC founding
member Oliver Dart, and her daughter Alison.
Jim & Leone Kendall, along with their carer
daughter, were able to spend two days here.
Jim, as a young electrician re-wired the
Lodge at MTCC before the first convention in
1959.

Seniors Plus Conference has grown out of
the successful Seniors' Get-Away
Convention that began in 2014. This entire
new program is designed to be age-
appropriate for those 75 and older. Given the
success of the inaugural Seniors Plus,
planning is well underway for the 2023 event
which is sure to become another 'must do'
event on the MTCC calendar.

Jim & Grace Vine
Seniors Plus Coordinators 

The inaugural Seniors Plus
Conference held in Panorama 
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Panorama Redevelopment 
Securing the future of the Convention

Announced at the MTC AGM in June 2022,
the MTC Board commenced a discernment
process to look proactively at property
assets and how they could be improved.  The
Board recognises that aging dormitory style
accommodation no longer meets community
expectations. Existing facilities have served
the Convention well over time, however
some have nearly ended their useful life. 

Panorama Homestead was chosen due to its
proximity to the auditorium, as being the
ideal candidate for redevelopment.

Engagement with MTC Members and key
stakeholders was undertaken in July 2022
with concept plans prepared for the Board
Retreat in August.

A key tenent to the proposed
redevelopment is to keep some aspects of
Panorama and enhance the liveability of
future accommodation.  

MTCC does not cater well for the need for
accessible accommodation.  The Board sees
this as a growing need as Seniors’ Get-Away
and Seniors Plus conventions continue to
grow.

Accessible accommodation and access will
inform the design for Panorama
Redevelopment. In time and as plans are
more fully developed, MTC Members will
have input into the process, plans and overall
design.  This is an exciting time for the
Convention and will set in motion plans to
make the site sustainable and relevant into
the future.
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Treasurer's Report
"Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God's grace in its
various forms" 1 Peter 4:10 NIV

It was a tough start to the year with COVID
still making an impact, as a number of
bookings were cancelled due to an outbreak
and the school start was delayed by a
couple of weeks.  

The Easter and Seniors' conventions were
well attended, and we saw a good increase in
the hire of our campsites after the first
quarter of the year.  Convention income is
lower than last year due to the refunds for
the SALT conference which was cancelled.

With the help of donations from our
wonderful members, MTC was able to pay
out the $60,000 remaining on the Camp
Tamborine loan.  To be able to pay off a
$200,000 loan within 2 years is a huge
blessing.  Praise God!

Total income for the year was $630,092.  
Income from conventions held at MTC
was $181,521 and our facility hire was
$347,193.  Prices for avocados were again
low so the income from the harvest was
$6,676, a little higher than last year. 
 Once again, our MTC members and
friends were generous as $59,706 was
received in donations including $41,408
for the Camp Tamborine loan.

Operating expenses for the year were
$622,150.  Employment costs including
contract cleaning make up nearly half of
our costs being $287,911.  

Convention/Catering costs were $78,117,
repairs were $42,508, $36,504 for insurance
which continues to increase in cost and
there were high computer expenses of
$21,219 which included upgrading the
booking systems.

This has resulted in a small operating surplus
of $7,941 for the year, compared to a surplus
of $67,730 for 2021.  Last year included
$60,250 in government COVID support.

MTC has acquired $45,068 of additional
assets, which included a Mitsubishi Triton,
log splitter and water tanks.  A 5 year loan
was undertaken for the purchase of the new
Triton. 

The bank balance at the end of 2022 was
$145,152 compared to 2021's balance of
$187,519.  The main reason for the decrease
in the balance was paying down the Camp
Tamborine loan of $60,000.

As at 31st December 2022 MTC’s current
assets were $186,697 and the current
liabilities were $122,818.  There are three
loans totalling $152,876 which will be paid
back over the next 8 years. 

Thank you to the Mount Tamborine
Convention members for your continued
support. We are looking forward to what God
has in place for MTC this year.  

Rodney Logan - Treasurer 
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Mount Tamborine Convention
A Letters Patent Body Corporate

ABN 36 459 541 472
237 Beacon Road

North Tamborine Qld 4272
(07) 5545 1419

www.mtcc.org.au
bookings@mtcc.org.au

We thank you for your
ongoing support of
Mount Tamborine
Convention


